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Nantes-based Val pg Pole Graphique

in France is enjoying an increase in
productivity after upgrading to the
Kodak Sonora XP Process Free Plates.
The company decided to invest in the
next-generation plates after successfully
using Kodak Thermal Direct Non
Process Plates for a number of years.

Val pg is an advertising and institutional
publishing facility serving the services
industry and public sector. The company
employs 40 people, and in 2012
registered a turnover of 7.7 million euros.

Kodak Sonora XP Process Free
Plates Spur a Productivity Surge
at Val pg Pole Graphique

Val pg has developed a “Péle Graphique”,

or graphic division focusing on graphic
design, prepress, offset, digital printing
and production control. These five
specialist areas are served by a raft of
Kodak Systems including the Kodak
Magnus 800 Platesetter, Kodak InSite
Prepress Portal and Kodak Prinergy
Connect Workflow, as well as the Kodak
Approval Digital Color Proofing System.

Updating technology,
remaining competitive

According to Yann Madec, Managing
Director of Val pg Pole Graphique,
investing in the latest printing innovations
is crucial to a company's growth: “Print
specialists need to constantly adapt their
offering to take into account new digital
technologies.”



“The option to use ‘zero’
chemicals made our minds
up for us, as it meant the
process would be radically
simplified

compared with the
previous way of working."

Process Free

’\ KODAK SONORA XP Plates completely eliminate
processing equipment and chemistry
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Already very satisfied with the
revolutionary Kodak Thermal Direct
Non Process Plate technology—which
was launched seven years ago, and is
now well established in France—Val pg
P6le Graphique was keen to implement
Kodak's next-generation technology:
“Kodak was the first manufacturer

to introduce true non-process plate
technology,” adds Madec. “The option to
use ‘zero’ chemicals made our minds up
for us, as it meant the process would be
radically simplified compared with the
previous way of working."

Using Sonora XP Plates means Val pg
Pole Graphique can deliver its customers
an even better service, while also
establishing a more efficient production
process: “The Sonora XP Plates use the
same write-the-image, non-ablative
technology found in Thermal Direct Non
Process Plates, but they perform even
better than in terms of imaging speed
and latent image contrast.

“Our aim was to reach an output of

150 to 200 plates a day as quickly as
possible—which we've achieved with the
Sonora XP Plates.”

Claude Desbrugeres, Kodak's Cluster
Business Director, France & Benelux,
concludes: “The next-generation Sonora
XP Plates are a major step forward, as
they build on what was an already very
effective plate technology. Process free
systems are here to stay. Customers have
been won over by the environmental
and commercial advantages they offer.
We are very pleased with the market's
response to the new plates, and we will
continue pushing the boundaries of plate
technology.”
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